e Www.shopcaron.com has free
patterns, yarns, and you can sign
up to get their newsletter deliv-
ered to your email inbox regularly
with cool patterns in each issue.

e  Www.crochetme.com builds on

the ideas presented in the book
“Crochet Me!” and offers stitch-
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something to behold. It's great to see
the newest books, yarns, hooks, nee-
dles, and techniques. There were
booksignings, a fashion show,
classes, and lots of prizes.

e Join Pam Oddi at the NIC an-
nual workshop October 24. Mi-
tered Squares are the subject of

this year’s daylong workshop.
e August 19-22 2010 are the dates

kg ()

ers free patterns, blogs and more.
Www.tapestrycrocet.com can

show you step-by-step how to do
different types of tapestry crochet
and offers numerous patterns for

both left-handed and right-
handed stitchers.

I want to thank all of the volunteers
who participated. Our Chapter will
be receiving a stipend from Warm
Up America for our work.

to set aside for Stitches Midwest
e September 10-12 2010 is the
weekend of the Wisconsin Sheep

and Wool festival.
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Chain Reactio

“HHS %
by Amy Steinmetz, Photos by Tina Ji

NIC members once again rose to
the chapter challenge, and a dozen
members produced one-of-a-kind
works of art interpreting the theme
of “Summertime”. Pieces presented
slices of summer from the ever-
popular sun seeking to memories of
favorite places and long-ago days.
Wearable, useable, and unforgettable
are some of the various descriptions
applicable to the crochet works
shown at our September meeting.
As usual, it was a treat for viewing.

Congratulations to our winners for
their skill and creativity in meeting

the challenge. The grand prize, in-
cluding a yeat’s free membership in
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the chapter, went to Jeanne Webster
for her lace crocheted hat. First run-
ner up was taken by Terese Conway
for a beautiful beach bag. Second
runner up went to Tina Ji with a
lovely summer-weight vest. Honor-
able mentions went to Sindy Gentile
for a flowery summer poncho, and
to Gwen Blakely-Kinsler for a cro-
cheted view of the Rocky Shores of
Maine. A special award for best use
of theme went to Jeanne Webster
for her hat. Thank you to all mem-
bers in attendance at the meeting for
your good work as judges, and a spe-
cial thank you to each of you who
put your time and effort into meet-
ing the challenge. Good work!

reasurer
Devona Murrell
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In September our Chapter had the
opportunity to man the Warm Up
America booth at Stitches Midwest
for the second time. Our volunteers
each put in several hours greeting
people and telling them about Warm
Up America. This charitable organi-
zation is made up of volunteers
across the country who knit and cro-
chet afghans for those in need.
Every year we dedicate one of our
meetings to Warm Up America.
Ironically, this year that meeting
took place on the same weekend as
Stitches Midwest. So as some of our
members were volunteering at the
Warm Up America booth at
Stitches, other members were at our
monthly meeting putting together
afghans for Warm Up America. This
year we will be donating lap afghans
to the Monarch Hospice in Arling-
ton Heights. Warm Up America en-
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courages its volunteers to donate
their afghans locally.

At Stitches we also had the opportu-
nity to hand out our own brochures
and tell people about our Chapter.
We had one member sign up to join
us. It was nice to get the word out
about us. It seemed that we were
crocheters immersed in a sea of knit-
ters. Many people who stopped by
to chat seemed very happy to find
other fellow crocheters. We do need
to talk to the organizers of Stitches
and request more crochet classes,
crochet demonstrations, and crochet
displays from yarn shops. I did say
that on my evaluation from.

Our volunteers also had the chance
to shop at the Stitches Marketplace.
The sheer number of shops there is
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The organizers of the Midwest Fiber
and Folk Fair are once again encour-
aging fiber artists (that’s a fancy way
of saying folks like you and me who
are nuts about crochet, knitting and
other crafts) to “Do it in Public”.
Here’s the info:

Now that the weather is changing it’s
time to snuggle up in a nice warm
café and “Do It In Public”. Join us
and bring your hand work (any kind
will do) to share with others as we
celebrate the work of our hands!
Even if you don’t have a current
project to share, come on out —
you’ll find it interesting! Over the
past year we’ve had more and more
people joining us and we have a
great time.

We’d like to make our meetings ac-
cessible to more people, so this year
we’ve changed the days and times to
open up the schedule a bit. We will

WARM UP AMERICA

NIC members brought 77 x 9” cro-
cheted blocks to the September
meeting for assembly into lap blan-
kets destined to go to a local hos-
pice. Several members volunteered
to bring home blocks to finish as-
sembly. Completed throws will be
gathered at the November meeting
for distribution.

Its not too early to start making
blocks for next year’s Warm Up
America gathering...and it’s a great
way to use up your collection of

meet the 20d Tues evening, the 3td
Wed evening, and the 4t Sunday
afternoon each month. We will also
meet in a different area each time.

The “DIIP” schedule for October
is:

Tues, Oct 13 at 7pm at Barnes &
Noble, Arlington Heights

The Annex of Arlington,13 W Rand
Road, Arlington Heights Get Map
Wed, Oct 21 at 7pm at Barnes &
Noble, Vernon Hills

720 Hawthorne Center, Vernon Hills
Get Map

Sun, Oct 25 at 1pm at: Borders
Books, Crystal Lake

Crystal Point Mall, 6000 Northwest
Highway, Crystal Lake Get Map

If you’d like to know more about Do
It In Public, see our site (we’ll have
the schedule there, too) at
www.FiberAndFolk.com/

diip.html#faq

small bits of yarn.

SNUG HUGS

Snug Hugs for Kids is an annual
clothing drive conducted by Merlin
200,000 Mile Shops in Illinois and
Wisconsin.

Saturday November 21 is the annual
gathering for Snug Hugs at the Beth-
lehem Lutheran Church in St.
Charles. You can sign up to go and
participate on the day, or you can
drop off donations at any local Mer-
lin Mufler shop.
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